	

	

	[image: image1.jpg]



 The Feedbag
 

The monthly newsletter for CHAPS Equine Assisted Therapy             September 2010
The Calendar
 

September 18:  Health Fair at Sheridan College in the Golden Dome - visit our booth! 

September 25: NARHA Wyoming State Meeting in Jackson Hole

October 1:  CHAPS Fall Horse Show 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM at CHAPS

October 5 & 10: Volunteer Training: Tuesday PM 6:00 at Sheridan College Whitney Building (room TBA) and Saturday AM 10:00 at CHAPS





Greetings!  
All of us at CHAPS are happy to see that added spring in our therapy horses steps thanks to the cooler weather!  We hope you are enjoying the crisp fall air as well.
 
If it has been a while since you volunteered, why not think about coming back to CHAPS again?  With school starting, there are openings for volunteers mid-day.  The gift of your time - just an hour and a half per week - means so much to our clients.  Do you know of someone that would like to volunteer?  Please refer them to our volunteer class in October (see the calendar of events, below).
 
The CHAPS Fall Horse Show will be held on Friday October 1 in the LaRue Young and Dan Balkenbush arenas.  Please join us for a fun day of competition in Trail  Classes for all ages and skill levels.  Would you like to be a show photographer?  Ringmaster?  We'd love to have your help!  Call CHAPS to sign up, 673-6161.
 
Sincerely,
Sue Suddith, Executive Director 
Debbie Purdy and Jessica Ricchio, Therapeutic Riding Instructors
CHAPS Equine Assisted Therapy
 

Volunteer Corner

Congratulations Outstanding Volunteer for September, 
John Cochran!
 
John began volunteering for CHAPS in 2009, and has provided several valuable services for CHAPS, including serving on the Board of Directors and advocating for CHAPS to local civic organizations.  But perhaps the most important job John has held for CHAPS is that of a session volunteer on Tuesday mornings.
 
"John is dedicated and caring, and always trying to help our riders as they  improve their skills.  He is patient and follows my directions well, and has been such a benefit to the two young ladies he works with," notes Therapeutic Riding Instructor Jessica Ricchio.  "One rider in particular really perks up when John is leading her horse," adds Director Sue Suddith. "It is so helpful to have John work with her because he is able to help her focus and enjoy her session."
 

CHAPS Fall Horse Show

Planning for the CHAPS Fall Horse Show, to be held on Friday October 1 has been underway and clients have been practicing to compete in Trail  classes.  Clients look forward to this exciting opportunity to compete on their home turf with families and friends in attendance.  

 

Would you like to participate as a horse handler, ringmaster, judge's assistant or even Show Photographer?  Please call CHAPS at 673-6161 to donate your time - whether it is for a few hours or the whole day - to make this a memorable day for our clients.  Our volunteers are what make the day so special for our clients.
 
Sponsors are also welcome to help provide each rider with a ribbon, trophy and T-Shirt.  If you would like to sponsor a class ($60.00), rider ($40.00) or be a horse show Patron ($25.00) call us at CHAPS and we'd be happy to sign you up!  Sponsors help by keeping out-of-pocket expenses for the show low - keeping funding available for direct benefit and services for clients.



