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July Outstanding Volunteer: 

                     Nancy Randazzo 
 
Chosen for her dedication to the veterans that she serves as a CHAPS Horses 4 Heroes session volunteer, Nancy is a reliable and knowledgable leader for sessions.  "She takes her duties seriously and she is personable and fun to be around," notes Head Instructor Kelly McElwee.  "She relates well to both the horses and Veterans, which is important." 

 

Nancy is a Telehealth PSA at the Sheridan VA Medical Center (VAMC), making appointments for mental health care for veterans across the state. She learned about volunteering when Public Affairs Specialist Jackie Van Mark developed a program for VAMC employees who wished to volunteer at CHAPS.  "It is a very rewarding experience, especially when you see the satisfaction on their faces when they take control of the horse," she notes.    

 

When Nancy is not serving Veterans, she can be found with her horse, Mist, riding along Big Goose Creek.
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CHAPS and the Sheridan WYO Rodeo
A 6-year tradition continues July 9, 10, 11  
 

Once again, CHAPS clients will participate in the Sheridan WYO Rodeo performances at the Sheridan County Fairgrounds each night to draw the winning ticket for the coveted Sheridan WYO Rodeo jacket.  Riders will represent the Therapeutic Riding program, CHAPS Horses 4 Heroes and Horses 4 Heroes Kids.  Prime Rate Motors sponsors transportation each night for our 2009 Horse of the Year, Spot, so that riders will have a familiar partner when they ride into the arena. 

 
A new partnership will be announced during the Saturday night performance, when the Gold Buckle Club presents CHAPS with a one-year scholarship for a CHAPS client.  "We are delighted with this partnership," says Executive Director Sue Suddith.  "The Gold Buckle Club not only supports the WYO Rodeo, but it's members are also very involved in various projects in Sheridan that make our community a better place to live  It is a great organization and we appreciate their support, and also the support of the WYO Rodeo Board."
 
CHAPS riders and volunteers will also be featured in the WYO Rodeo parade on Friday July 10.  The theme is 'top secret' according to volunteers working on the float, but promises to capture the spirit of this year's parade theme, 'You Can Bet On it!"  It is rumored that Elliott Equicizer will be featured prominently!
 
CHAPS  Barrel Racing Classic 
                   at the Sheridan County Fair 
 

Please join us at the Sheridan County Fair on Friday, July 31 for the CHAPS 2nd Annual Horse Show/Barrel Racing Classic for clients.  Three barrel races will be held starting at 10:00 AM, and this year's sponsor, Tom Balding Bits and Spurs, has designed a beautiful Trophy Buckle for the winner of each class.  This event is a result of the Fair seeking to celebrate and recognize people in our community with special needs, and last years event was a rousing success!
 

Sheridan County Fairgrounds Director Sharon Nadeau and her staff have arranged for several activities for attendees to enjoy, including hay rides, tours and a dance at lunch time.  The Barrel Racing Classic and other activities are free of charge to clients from CHAPS, Ester Seals, Jodi's Heart and RENEW.   
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Bits and Pieces - news and events
3rd Thursday
CHAPS participated in the 1st '3rd Thursday' Chamber of Commerce street festival in June and will continue to have a booth with information about the program each month through September.  Look for the CHAPS trailer parked on Main St. - stop in and say hello!  This is a wonderful way to support our community businesses and programs. 

 

Volunteer Classes 

10 people attended Volunteer classes in June and became certified to provide session assistance.  Thanks to all that attended - we appreciate your help!  The next training classes will be this Fall - watch upcoming Feedbags for dates and times. 

 

NARHA WY State Meeting and National Conference
The state meeting for Equine Assisted Activities and Therapies professionals, volunteers and parents/caregivers will be held on Saturday September 26 in Greybull WY at Body and Spirit Therapeutic Riding Center.  

NARHA's National Conference is slated for November 16-22 in Ft. Worth, TX.  CHAPS staff will be attending a variety of seminars and educational events for therapeutic riding instructors and center administrators, including topics such as NARHA Horses for Heroes, mentoring instructors, volunteer management and more.

 

CHAPS Barrel Racing Classic 

Volunteers are needed to help with the event on Friday July 31 at the Sheridan County Fairgrouns at 10:00 AM.  Potential volunteer leaders, sidewalkers, arena set up and a driver for our equine staff to the fairgrounds may sign up at CHAPS or call 673-6161 to participate. 
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Thursday 7/9 - Saturday 7/11
CHAPS at the WYO Rodeo evening performances 7:00 PM  Sheridan County Fairgrounds 

 

Friday July 10 
CHAPS  at the WYO Rodeo Parade 10:00 AM Main St. 
 

Thursday 7/16 

 3rd Thursday Chamber of Commerce Street Festival on Main St. 5:00 - 9:00 PM 

 

Thursday 7/21
CHAPS Board of Directors Meeting 

5:30 PM at First Federal Savings Bank Coffeen Ave. branch

 

Friday 7/31
Sheridan County Fair CHAPS 

Barrel Racing Classic sponsored by Tom Balding Bits and Spurs

10:00 AM Main Arena

Sheridan County Fairgrounds 

 


	

	


