	February 2010
	CHAPS Equine Assisted Therapy 

 

The Feedbag


	Greetings! 
 
Take time to thanks the ones you love during this Valentine Season - we love our volunteers and are so grateful for the loving donation of their time to our program!
  
Enjoy your Valentines Feedbag from:
 

The CHAPS Board of Directors:  Del and Peggy Acker; Kevin and Beth Bailey; John and Bev Cochran; Sue Gates; Carla Klopfenstein; Jill Moriarty.
 

CHAPS Staff:  Sue Suddith, Executive Director; Brienne Mabry, NARHA Registered Instructor; Dr. Jess Ricchio, NARHA Instructor in Training
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Welcome Brienne Mabry to our staff!
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Welcome Brienne Mabry, NARHA Certified Therapy Instructor
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CHAPS



The Board of Directors welcomes Brienne Mabry from Anchorage Alaska to Sheridan in late February.  Brienne has been a NARHA Certified Instructor for twelve years, working with the Rainbow Connection in Anchorage, first as a volunteer and then instructor for 19 years.   Brienne also offers vaulting and driving instruction.  In addition to her strong NARHA background, Brienne is  a  certified equine and human massage therapist, and enjoys dressage and western riding.  She rounds out the therapy instruction team of Dr. Jessica Ricchio and Director Sue Suddith.

 

We were sad to receive Kelly McElwee's resignation this winter but wish her all the best as she concentrates on new opportunities.
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Volunteer Training in February
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Calling all new and returning volunteers!
 

Two 2-part Volunteer Classes will be held in February: 

 

Tuesday 2/9  at 6:00 PM - Highland Park Rec Center, 1301 Avon 

Saturday 2/13 at 10:00 AM - CHAPS, 501 US Hwy 14 E 

 

                                                OR 

 

 Tuesday 2/16  at 6:00 PM - Highland Park Rec Center, 1301 Avon 

Saturday 2/20 at 10:00 AM - CHAPS, 501 US Hwy 14 E

 

New volunteers must attend both the Tuesday and Saturday session, however - returning volunteers need only attend a Saturday session.
 

For more information, call CHAPS at 307-673-6161 or email, chaps@fiberpipe.net.  
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Volunteer Corner
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Outstanding Volunteer for February: Nancy Liggett
When CHAPS added donor software to our computer, little did we know that the amount of data entry would be staggering.  To the rescue in January was new volunteer Nancy Liggett, who (with volunteer Kathy Ellis) has worked diligently to make a dent in the stack of names and addresses of donors and other stakeholders in the organization.  She has also worked on the mailing list to make sure that addresses were correct and that all contact information is current.  Thanks, Nancy! 

 

Congratulations Mike Sager! 

CHAPS Board Member and volunteer for 6 years Mike Sager was named the 2010 Humanitarian of the Year by the Sheridan Press and Salvation Army for his contributions the community - not only at CHAPS but also as a volunteer driver for Home Delivered Meals, and board member for the Sheridan Housing Action Committee.  Mike has also volunteered for the Sheridan Dog and Cat Shelter and Habitat For Humanity.  

 

Who will be the CHAPS 2009 Volunteer of the Year? 
Find out at the 5th Annual Volunteer Appreciation Party, Friday March 5 at the Holiday Inn.  Doors open at 6:00 PM in the Sibley Room, and all volunteers - new and returning - are invited!  Find out who will be named: 

· 2009 Outstanding Volunteer 

· CHAPS Business Partner of the Year 

· CHAPS Referring Agency of the Year

                       Door prizes  ~ Great food  ~ Awards ~ And MORE!

 

2010 Education Series for CHAPS Volunteers 

 

The CHAPS Therapy Instructor staff and Board of Directors is dedicated to offering our volunteers the opportunity to learn more about our industry.     In that spirit, we will be offering up to 6 different clinics in 2010 featuring well regarded professionals in the equine massage therapy, nutrition, equine assisted activites and therapies field and more.  These educational seminars will be free to current volunteers providing session or equine care support, and will be designed to provide you with information to help make your volunteer experience more meaningful.  Is there an educational topic or activity at CHAPS that you would like to know more about?  Let us know!  chaps@fiberpipe.net 
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Board of Directors holds elections
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New officers and new board positions open
During the January Board of Directors Meeting, new officers were elected: 

 

Chairperson:  Beth Bailey 

 

Vice Chair:  Peggy Acker 

 

Secretary: Carla Klopfenstein 

 

Treasurer: Jill Moriarty 

 

The Board is seeking new members to fill vacancies created by January term limit retirements.  Interested persons may request a Prospective Board Member packet and application by calling CHAPS, 673-6161.
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CHAPS February / March Calendar
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February 8:  Valentines Dance volunteer meeting at Highland Park Rec Center i nthe CHAPS room, 5:30 PM 

 February 8:  Deadline for client applications to be received at CHAPS for Feb 15 - Apil 30 semester.
February 9, 13: Volunteer Classes
Tuesday 2/9, 6:00 PM at Highland Park Rec Center 
 Saturday 2/13 10:00 AM at CHAPS
February 12:  CHAPS/Easter Seals Community Valentines Dance to benefit the Matt Elliott Memorial Scholarship Fund (for adult riders at CHAPS) at Highland Park Rec Center 6:oo PM - 9:00 PM.  Free admission, great music, food, raffles and face painting - fun for the whole family! 

February 15:   Sessions begin at the Highland Park Rec Center classroom. 

February 16, 20: Volunteer Classes
Tuesday 2/16, 6:00 PM at Highland Park Rec Center 

 Saturday 2/20 10:00 AM at CHAPS

March 1:  Sessions begin at CHAPS, weather permitting

March 5, 6:00 PM  Volunteer Appreciation Party  in the Holiday Inn Sibley Room - free for Volunteers and 1 guest - dinner and awards - come and celebrate the contributions of our Volunteers!
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Support CHAPS with every Internet Search
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We have something new and exciting we'd like to share with you!  It's the
new CHAPS Equine Assisted Therapy toolbar - once added to IE or Firefox,
each time you shop at more than 1,300 stores (from Amazon to Zazzle!) a
percentage of your purchase will automatically be donated to CHAPS Equine
Assisted Therapy - at no cost to you (and you may even save money as the
toolbar provides coupons and deals as well!).  The toolbar also has a search
box and each time you search the Internet, about a penny is donated to CHAPS
Equine Assisted Therapy.
http://www.goodsearch.com/toolbar/chaps-equine-assisted-therapy-children-horses-and-adults-in-partnership 
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Mailing address:       PMB 201 1842 Sugarland Dr. #108 

                                       Sheridan WY  82801

Physical address:      501 US Hwy 14 East

                                       Sheridan, WY  82801

Telephone:                  307.673.6161

Fax:                               307.673.6868

email:                          chaps@fiberpipe.net
Visit us on the web:  CHAPS is on Facebook!www.chapsequineassistedtherapy.org
        Join our mailing list! 



	

	


