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Providing Possibilities for Execptional Equestrians
The Feedbag
CHAPS Equine Assisted Therapy Newsletter
for Parents, Clients, Caregivers and Volunteers
December 2011, January 2012
Client Applications for  2012ie

Don't forget to have your applications returned to the CHAPS office by January 1 2012 to be considered for scholarships and funding for sessions!  
 

Instructors Kelly and Jessica are hard at work during the Winter Break developing lesson plans that are GOAL ORIENTED with measurable outcomes.  Increasingly, our donors want to know how their funding is positively affecting the lives of our clients.  Please pay special attention to the section on goals so that our staff can determine their strategy.
 

Lessons are much more FUN and appropriately challenging when we have our eye on a goal to meet.  Please share your hopes for therapeutic riding and equine assisted activities when filling out your applications.
 

Do you know someone that would like to participate at CHAPS in 2012?  Please have them call the center for an application, 673-6161!
 





CHAPS Calendar for December  January & February
December 5-March 5:  Closed for Winter Break
January 1:  Client Applications due
January 5:  Nite at the Races Meeting 5:30 at Sheridan County Fulmer Library
January 10: Volunteer Training, Part One 6:00 PM at Sheridan County Fulmer Library - Class One, required for all volunteers
January 21:  Volunteer Class Part Two:  11:00 AM at CHAPS, 501 US Highway 14 East (2 hours).  Required for all volunteers
February 4: Volunteer Class Part Three:  11:00 AM at CHAPS, 501 US Highway 14 East (2 hours).  Required for all volunteers who will be providing session support
February 18: Volunteer Class Part Four:  11:00 AM at CHAPS, 501 US Highway 14 East (2 hours).  Required for all volunteers who will be providing session support
 

CHAPS 
Wish List
· Gift cards from Sheridan Seed, Farmer's Co-Op, Holiday or Maverick Gas stations, WalMart, King's Saddlery, State Line Tack, Smart Pak 

· Truck Sponsors (call for details) 

· Client scholarships (call for details) 

· Two therapy horses 

· Small manure Spreader 

· Stall/trailer mats 

· Gently used or new English and Western Saddles 

· Volunteers!  We'd love help with everything from fundraising to sessions.  Call to sign up for the 2012 Volunteer training classes in January and February.
Greetings!
Wishing you the happiest of holidays from all of us at CHAPS!  
 

The CHAPS Board of Directors:              CHAPS Staff:
    Peggy Acker, Chairperson             Sue Suddith, Executive Director
Liz Swanson, Vice Chairperson         Kelly McElwee, PATH Instructor
     Barbara Baker, Secretary             Jessica Ricchio, PATH Instructor
      Jennifer Roe, Treasurer                    Bryan Bartlett, Barn Manager
          Del Acker, at large
 

Therapy  Staff
 
*
Spot
Spanky
Frank  Felix
Dennis  Beetle
Bob
Betty, Mouse and Boris
 

Outstanding Volunteer for December...
DeeDee Connell manages the CHAPS Website
If you are surfing the internet and happen upon the CHAPS website, you will be treated to DeeDee's meticulous attention to detail and consistant updates.  "If it weren't for DeeDee, our site would be woefully neglected," notes director Sue Suddith.  "She is great about making sure that the information is current and that the photos are refreshed regularly.  We wouldn't have a great website if it weren't for DeeDee!"                                             In 2012, DeeDee will be totally revamping the website to modernize the look and streamline the information accessibility, and allow us to take donations online.   Check out her handiwork at www.chapsequineassistedtherapy.org  Congratulations, DeeDee!                    
 

CHAPS News....
Thanks to donors...Power of 500...CHAPS Staff attends International Conference...Welcome Felix to the CHAPS Staff...
2012 participants at CHAPS will be riding thanks to the donations of scholarship funding from a number of individuals, foundations and organizations...  The Elks Charitable Foundation; ERA Carroll Realty (helmets); Memorials to Sue Gates and Matt Elliott; the WYO Rodeo Gold Buckle Club; The Robert Gould Foundation; The Gerald F. and Rose M. Kaul Foundation; the Sheridan Knights of Columbus; the LaRue Young Foundation; Lollie Plank (tack and equipment): MDU Foundation; the Joe and Roberta Napier Foundation; The Perkins Foundation; the Ermal M. and Donald H. Roberts Family Fund; The Seidler Foundation and Fremont Toyota & Toyota Internationsl.  More funding is coming in daily - our goal is to reach 37 scholarships, or $74,000.00.  Out total so far:  $68,300.00!
It's time to renew memberships in the Power of 500 - our goal is to have 500 members by 2015, contributing $200.00 per year for five years.  Would you like to support CHAPS as a Power of 500 member?  Please call the Director at 673-6161 (ext *3) for details.
Lexington, Kentucky and the Kentucky Horse Park was the site for the 2011 Professional Association for Therapeutic Horsemanship International (PATH, formerly NARHA) International Conference November 7-13.  Instructors Kelly McElwee and Jessica Ricchio attended sessions on lesson and curriculum development, Autism, yoga on horseback, Hippotherapy, Equine Assisted Learning and Music in Therapeutic Riding Sessions to name a few.  Director Sue Suddith gave a presentation on Marketing and Publicity, and attended classes on Volunteer Program development, Risk Management, cultivating donors and fundraising.  This educational experience was provided in part with a grant from the Wyoming Workforce Development Training Fund, and provided the staff with continuing education units for PATH certification.
If you haven't met Felix yet, you are in for a treat!  Donated by the Rafter Star Ranch, this handsome little paint gelding passed his 90 day trial with flying colors and has proven to be a stellar addition to the therapy horse staff.  His smaller size and forward gait have provided many of our physically challenged riders with the opportunity to improve core and trunk strength, rhythm and mobility, and he is a cheerful and willing partner for participants who are independent riders.
CHAPS is seeking two more therapy horses...our requirements:  Must be sound, healthy geldings between ages 8 - 15 that can walk, trot and canter while carrying at least 250 lbs and have a calm and stable disposition.  Persons interested in donating such a horse will need to approve a 90 day trial period, during which the horse will be introduced to the various aspects of the job.  Please call the instructors at 673-6161 (ext. *1 or *2) if you would like to discuss donating your horse.
 

Contact 
     Us! 
Physical Address:  501 US Highway 14 East, Sheridan, WY  (no mail)
Mailing address:  PMB 201  1842 Sugarland Dr. Ste. 108  Sheridan, WY  82801
Telephone:  307.673.6161
Email:  chaps@fiberpipe.net 

Website:  www.chapsequineassistedtherapy.org 




