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Outstanding Volunteers!
Debbie Purdy
Outstanding Volunteers!

Our Outstanding Volunteer for July is John Olson, who provided session support and feeds horses for us on Sunday mornings.  John is a great team player and has a big heart and love for the program - when his work schedule changed, he was no longer able to come during the week to help with sessions, and no one was more disappointed about that than John.  However, we are very fortunate to have John tending to our horses needs and helping with make up sessions every weekend!

 

August's Outstanding Volunteer is a familiar face at CHAPS: Kate Stroebel.  On Wednesday mornings, you will find Kate helping with sessions, but what many people don't know is that Kate is responsible for the wonderful condition of our garden/patio area, 'The Canteen,' which is used by Sheridan VAMC veterans for group sessions, parents waiting for children to finish riding, and staff for breaks and meetings.  Kate landscaped and purchased beautiful plants for this sitting area and tends to it every time she comes to CHAPS.  Also, she is a tireless volunteer at events such as Nite at the Races and partnerships with the Gold Buckle Club.

 

Thanks so much to these wonderful volunteers - and to ALL of the CHAPS volunteers who make sessions safe and enjoyable for our clients, care for our horses, support the office staff and help at events.  We truly could not have this program without you!




Greetings! 

Did you have an opportunity to enjoy all the wonderful opportunities to experience life in Wyoming this past month?  Between the 4th of July, Sheridan WYO Rodeo, polo, and the great weather, we hope July was memorable for you.

 

CHAPS had a busy July - participating at the WYO Rodeo, volunteer classes and the Volunteer Roundup, Morton Building's CHAPS Benefit Polo Cup and sessions.  The summer is flying by and soon we will be changing our schedule to accommodate children returning to school - where does the time go?

 

We hope you enjoy this issue of the Feedbag - lots of new and exciting changes at CHAPS are on the horizon in August!

 

Sincerely,
The CHAPS staff

Sue Suddith, Executive Director 

Jessica Ricchio, Jordan Patterson and Debbie Purdy, Therapeutic Riding Instructors

Stacey Lindberg, Session Assistant

Paul Medlock, Equine Specialist

 

Welcome NAHRA Instructor, Debbie Purdy
New Therapy Instructor is excited to join the CHAPS family
     

     Arriving July 29 in Sheridan from New Jersey, Debbie Purdy and her family moved across the country to benefit from Wyoming's family-friendly lifestyle, and to become a CHAPS Therapeutic Riding Instructor.  Debbie was certified by NARHA in 2009, and was teaching at Dreams Come True Therapeutic Riding in Pittstown, NJ before joining the CHAPS staff.
     Notes Debbie, "I am thrilled to be relocating to the Sheridan, WY.  I grew up on a 240 acre farm in western Pennsylvania with horses, cattle, pigs, chickens, rabbits, and just about every other kind of animal imaginable!  After living in New Jersey for most of the last nearly 20 years, I am finally able to pursue my life-long dream of living in the West, and feel very fortunate to be moving to one of the West's best places to live.  I am looking forward to the open blue skies, the mountains, and especially being around the friendly, down-to-earth people of beautiful Sheridan."
     "I was really impressed with her teaching style when she came to interview in May," says Executive Director Sue Suddith.  "The more we got to know Debbie, the more comfortable the fit was.  Her philosophy - safety first, recognizing and capitalizing on a rider's abilities, and empathy for our equine staff all matched what we strive for at CHAPS.  I think the clients and volunteers are really going to enjoy and benefit from working with her." 
     There will be a reception for Debbie following the August 14 Volunteer training at 1:00 PM.  Please come out to meet her, and the rest of our staff, and enjoy refreshments with us in the LaRue Young Arena, located at 501 US Hwy 14 E. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bits and Pieces

· The Marna Kuehne Foundation is supporting CHAPS with a grant to offer Compensated Work Therapy (CWT) for a Sheridan VA Medical Center veteran in the amount of $15,173.00 for one year.  CWT Veterans receive on-the-job training not just for activities at CHAPS, but also for developing employment skills: meeting challenges successfully, following directions, time management, and social skills to develop sound relationships with co-workers. 

· The Wyoming Community Foundation and the Flying V Donor Advised Fund provided CHAPS with $6,000.00 for adult rider funding in July.  "As funding for adults is typically difficult to obtain, this gift was very appreciated by the riders who will participate as a result for the remainder of 2010," notes Director Sue Suddith. 

· CHAPS received an adult scholarship from the Sheridan WYO Rodeo Gold Buckle Club - this was the second year in a row that they have generously supported the program with a scholarship in the amount of $2,340.00.  

· First Presbyterian Church surprised us with a kind gift of $1,000, which will be dedicated to a rider scholarship. 

· Sheridan Wesleyan Church sponsored a quilt raffle in June to benefit the Matt Elliott Scholarship Fund, adding $360.00 to the Memorial. 

· Kim and Mary Kay Love put up 10 tons of small square bales of lovely quality timothy/alfalfa hay just for CHAPS, and the great folks at Normative Sevices provided help and haulers to pick it up at Kim's ranch and bring it to CHAPS. 

· Our new bathroom is just about complete, thanks to donations from the LaRue Young Foundation, Knect Home Center, Wyoming Electric, The Woods Flooring and volunteers Mike Sager and Tyler Smith. 

· The Trophy Case very generously sponsored the CHAPS Barrel Racing Classic at the Sheridan County Fairgounds, providing our participants with beautiful trophies. 

· Joey's Fly Fishing Foundation is sponsoring an adult rider with a gift of $500.00.  CHAPS and Joeys Fly Fishing have plans for a collaboration in 2011 for a pack trip and fly fishing experience for our clients.

 

 

	

	

	The Calendar for August 
 
August 10 and 14:  Volunteer training - Tuesday 8/10 6:00 PM at Sheridan College, Whitney Building room 150 for volunteer seminar and paperwork, followed by hands-on training on Saturday 8/14 10:00 AM at CHAPS, 501 US Hwy 14 E.  Prospective volunteers must attend the Tuesday evening class AND the hands on training on Saturday - call for information, 673-6161 

 
August 14: 1:00 PM, Reception to meet our staff at CHAPS LaRue Young Arena 
 

August 17 5:00 - 8:00 PM - WY Governor's Planning Council on Developmental Disabilities County wide meeting - place, time TBA 

 

August 25:  6:00 PM at Sheridan College, Whitney Building Room 150: Volunteer Roundup with guest speakers Catherine Johnson from KARES and Kathleen Schelljergerdes, LCSW from the Sheridan VAMC to discuss what to expect when working with people with Autism, PTSD and Traumatic Brain Injury

 

Looking ahead... 
 
 Date Change:  CHAPS Fall Horse Show - moved from September 10 to 
                                      October 1
September 18 Sheridan Memorial Hospital Health Fair - visit our booth!
September 25 NARHA Wyoming Members State Meeting in Jackson Hole



