	

	

	[image: image1.jpg]



The Feedbag

CHAPS Equine Assisted Therapy

August/September 2011

September Calendar
 
9/10/11:  Hay Party

Leaving CHAPS at 9AM to get hay in Johnson County - volunteers needed!

9/11/11:  Remember.

9/16/11:  Darren's SURPRISE Graduation Party at CHAPS - noon - 1 PM

9/17/11:  Brunch at the Barn donor appreciation 10:00 AM - Noon

9/26/11:  CHAPS will be at the Health Fair in the Sheridan College Golden Dome 9 AM - Noon AND at the reception for the Equine Program at Sheridan College, 10 - noon at Sheridan Equine Hospital (across from the main campus)

9/30/11:  CHAPS Fall Horse Show at the riding center, 501 US Hwy 14 East in the LaRue Young and Dan Balkenbush Arenas 10:00 - 3:00

(Volunteers appreciated!)

 
October Calendar
 10/1/11:  CHAPS Volunteer Roundup and BBQ at CHAPS 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Come out and help us spruce the place up!
10/8/11:  Volunteer Class at CHAPS, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
10/19-20/11:  Special Olympics in Casper
 

 





Congratulations Outstanding Volunteers, Jaime Gilbertz and Peggy Acker! 

August Outstanding Volunteer is Jaime Gilbertz.  Jaime has been assisting with sessions as a leader and sidewalker, and thanks to her flexible schedule, she has been a huge help by filling in when other volunteers are unable to make it to their sessions.  She has quickly become a favorite with clients and the horses enjoy her calm, relaxed personality.  Thanks for all you do, Jaime - we are fortunate to have you on our team.

 

Just to prove that you don't have to be a 'horse person' to contribute, our September volunteer of the month is Peggy Acker.  In addition to being a CHAPS Mom (her daughter has ridden with CHAPS for 6 years), Peggy has trained as a session volunteer and is a valued member of the CHAPS Board of Directors.  She is a tireless advocate for the program and even though it is out of her comfort zone to ask for donations, she can always be counted on to help find the 'just right' items for silent auctions, raffles, and events at CHAPS.  For all your help for six plus (and counting!) years, THANKS PEGGY!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Congratulations Darren! 

Anyone that comes to CHAPS to volunteer or participate in sessions knows Darren, our indispensible barn manager.  His cheerful personality and mischevious sense of humor have made him a beloved member of the CHAPS family.  

Darren is graduating from the Compensated Work Therapy Program and will be leaving CHAPS on September 16.  If you are free at noon that day, please come by and sign his card and join us in wishing him well. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Contact us...

Executive Director Sue Suddith
307.673.6161 Ext.  *3

chaps@fiberpipe.net
Therapeutic Riding Instructor Jessica Ricchio
307.673.6161 Ext *1

Therapeutic Riding Instructor Kelly McElwee
307.673.6161  Ext *2

Mailing address:
PMB 201  1842 Sugarland Dr. Ste. 108

Sheridan, WY  82801

Physical address:
501 US 14 East

Sheridan, WY 82801

Visit us on the web...
www.chapsequineassistedtherapy.org
Greetings!
 

Hold on to your hats - September and October are jammed packed with activities and events for riders, volunteers, and our patrons alike!

 

Please consider participating in some of the events that you will find out about in this issue of the Feedbag.  We have something fun for everyone to take part in.

 

Sincerely,  

 

The Staff and Board of Directors at

CHAPS Equine Assisted Therapy

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

August Round up

From Barrel Racing to Polo, CHAPS Riders delivered the goods!
     Nine riders from CHAPS participated in the 4th Annual CHAPS Barrel Racing Classic at the Sheridan County Fairgrounds on Saturday August 6 as part of the Sheridan County Fair. 
           Results:        
Junior Barrel Race:
1st place:  Vinny Scott riding Bob, time 51.88

2nd place:  Brandon Romanchak riding Spanky, time 1.09.13

3rd Place:  Stormie Vigil riding Bob, time 1.14.28

 

Senior Barrel Race I:

1st Place:  Kenny Barnhart riding Frank, time 59.0

2nd place:  Truman Floate riding Spanky, time 59.03

3rd Place: Linda Maney riding Frank, time 1.10.75

 

Senior Barrel Race II :

1st place: Britt Barnhart riding Spanky time 1.05.59

2nd place:  Gail Lewis riding Spanky, time 1.14.15

3rd place: Celinda Davis riding Bob, time 1.25.12

 

      It was a sister act when Mary and Rebecca Cichonski represented CHAPS at the annual Morton Buildings CHAPS Benefit Polo Cup with a demonstration of polo aboard therapy horses Dennis and Frank.  The ladies practiced for several weeks to improve their skills with polo mallets and beach balls - and each impressed the crowd by passing the ball back and forth and then making a goal!                       In addition to the continued support by Morton Buildings, a new sponsor joined us - the Powder River Energy Corporation Foundation.  Kindly donating 2 sides of processed beef (1 to raffle off and one to serve after being cooked by Warehouse Market) and 1 whole processed pig to raise funding for the program, the PRECorp Foundation is a wonderful addition to our family.  Over $1,200.00 was raised forCHAPS.                                                                                  
  Rounding out the month was the PATH International State Meeting.  PATH stands for 'Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship' and is the new name for NARHA.  Kay Green, PATH International CEO, attended the meeting to share some of the news from PATH Headquarters in Denver.  Attending the program from CHAPS were Instructors Jessica Ricchio and Kelly McElwee, and Director and State Chair Sue Suddith.
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Planning ahead for September... 

Get ready for a busy month!
 
     So many activities are on schedule as the year winds down.  The 7th annual Fall Horse Show will be held on Friday September 30, and feature equitation and trail classes for all clients who wish to participate.  Voluteers to lead horses and sidewalk are needed - do you have some spare time to come and help make a memory for our clients?  We can't do it without our wonderful volunteers!  Please call us at 673-6161 or sign up on the FYI board the next time you are at the riding center.
 

     Our social calander is full as well with activities at the barn and off site.  We were invited to participate in the Health Fair again this year, and will be represented at a gathering at Sheridan Equine Hospital for a reception to honor the new equine program at Sheridan College.  We like to take a litle time each year to invite our donors to the riding center to see how their generous help contributes to our participants.  Donors will be treated to refreshments and an inspirational riding demonstration at Brunch At The Barn.
 

     Riders who will participate at Special Olympics will be announced mid-September and begin practicing for the last competition event of the year.  The last volunteer round up will be a BBQ and 'work day; the first Saturday in October.  And last but certainly not least - now's your last chance in 2011 to sign up for volunteer training in 2011.   Please call us at 673-6161 if you would like to be part of something special!
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
CHAPS owns a truck and trailer!

Thanks to help from Prime Rate Motors, Cissy Dillon and First Federal Savings Bank 

Gone are the days of borrowing trucks and trailers to haul horses, hay and equipment.  The generosity of Cissy Dillon, Ken Balkenbush and Jim Volk at Prime Rate Motors, and the support from Sandy Sanderson at First Federal Savings Bank have made it possible for the program to purchase a 2004 Dodge pick up and a new 4 horse stock trailer.

The vehicle has already been helpful, taking horses in to the vet and to the WYO Rodeo and Sheridan County Fair for the CHAPS Barrel Racing Classic.  For the first time in three years, providing the snow holds off, we will attend Special Olympics in Casper.

We are seeking sponsors for the truck and trailer - please contact the director at 673-6161 Ext *3 for information.

 




