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Rounding up the best and the brightest to join our team!

CHAPS Equine Assited Therapy Volunteer Training
Volunteer Opportunities
 

Session Volunteers:
Horse Leaders to help our participants learn to become independent riders
 

Side-walkers to help our participants maintain their balance and follow directions
 

Equine Care:
Stable helpers to provide a clean and inviting environment for our horses, participants and visitors
 

Feeders to serve dinner to our equine staff
 

Administrative Volunteers
Help with data entry, marketing and publicity, fundraising and more!
 





What does it take to be a CHAPS Volunteer?
 

You don't have to be a 'horse person,' at least not for every job.  You just have to want to help people with special needs realize their abilities with the help of a horse.  
 

Just an hour and a half of your time, once a week, starting Monday March 5 is all you need to donate.  We offer sessions Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM until 5:00 PM, and have make up lessons on two Saturdays per month.  Stable help and feeders are needed early in the morning and after sessions conclude every day, and on Saturday and Sunday morning and evening.
 

There are other areas of need that don't even involve being at the riding center - help with fundraisers, newsletter reporters, marketing and publicity...there is definitely something for everyone at CHAPS!  Call today if you have questions, 307.673.6161 or email us at chaps@fiberpipe.net
Greetings!
Imagine that you are in a situation where you are very rarely in charge of making your own decisions, or perhaps you are unable to walk or drive or go anywhere you'd like.  Your life revolves around everyone else's schedules, and when they can help you.  Or maybe you are in a place where the world is very dark because of trauma you have experienced.
Now, imagine a world opening up to you from the back of a horse.  You ask your horse to carry you across a sunny meadow, or negotiate a trail class obstacle course.  Your horse keeps your secrets and accepts you as you are without judgement.  You make new friends and develop a social circle.  What you learn with your horse helps you grow in other areas of your life.
This is part of the magic of therapeutic riding, equine assisted activities and equine facilitated learning - what we offer for people with special needs in Sheridan and Johnson County here at CHAPS.  Won't you join us to help provide possibilities for exceptional equestrians?  Come and be part of something special - be a CHAPS volunteer! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Volunteer Training Times
         Save the dates....
 

Tuesday January 10, 6:00 PM at Sheridan College, Whitney Building room 150
· For all prospective and returning volunteers! Come and hear about the opportunities, get your paperwork in order, and get ready for a meaningful experience as a CHAPS Volunteer.  We will be showing a video about the program, discuss our philosophy, and answer your questions.
Saturday January 21, 11:00 AM at the CHAPS LaRue Young Arena, 501 US Highway 14 East
· For all volunteers who wish to provide session assistance and equine care.  Meet our equine staff, tour the facility, and get started on the nuts and bolts of horse handling the CHAPS way.  Dress warmly, although this is an indoor activity in our indoor arena, it may be chilly.
Saturday February 4, 11:00 AM at the CHAPS LaRue Young Arena, 501 US Highway 14 East 
· For Session Volunteers - begin fine tuning your horse handling skills, participate in mock sessions, and develop your techniques to keep you, your horse and participant safe.  This is a hands - on activity that is an opportunity to understand the way therapeutic riding works for a variety of participants.  Volunteers in training will be asked to play the role of a participant, so riding may be involved.

Saturday February 18 11:00 AM at the CHAPS LaRue Young Arena, 501 US Highway 14 East
· For Session Volunteers - wrap up your training and practice your techniques to prepare for sessions beginning March 5, 2012.  During this session you will work with all of the horses to determine which horses and participants will be your best partners, and raise your level of confidence as a certified horse handler or side-walker.﻿
Sessions begin Monday, March 5 - over 30 volunteers are needed to make sessions safe, meaningful and FUN for our participants - do you have an hour and a half to give to enrich the life of a person with special needs?  Would you like to spend some time in a nurturing, happy environment with horses and people that are here to make a difference?  Make the commitment today to be part of something special - be a CHAPS volunteer!


	 

Contact us!
Physical Address:  501 US Highway 14 East (no mail, please) Sheridan, WY

Mailing Address:  PMB 201, 1842 Sugarland Dr. Ste. 108, Sheridan WY  82801 

Website:  www.chapsequineassistedtherapy.org
Telephone:  307.673.6161

Email:  chaps@fiberpipe.net
Executive Director, Sue Suddith  673.6161 Ext. Star 3

Instructor Kelly McElwee, 673.6161 Ext. Star 2

Instructor Jessica Ricchio, 673.6161, Ext. Star 1




